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TIM THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1. (Currently Amended) A method of controlling the divination of routing 
information on a communication network, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a link state advertisement by a node_from the networ k, , the link state 
advertisement containing lin* stats information; 

a^ ila u i infi flot on c n iuf uuuirinn i n n nuLuu d with it I mn t t f to link state 
ad ver tise s *** and l in k stale i nfnmnTinn nm ilu m u d in the l ink **^1»M**4gtW^ 
frog link sjaj£ infojmgfa w hether the l ink state advertisemert^onld continue to 
f r ^o** on the 7-*™* hari on ^ link state information outlined in the link stale 

advertisement is relevant ; and 

selectively forwarding the link state advertisement on the network if the link state 
information irrelevant 1W ui l fee ,11. to* i nfn rm nrioi i without rog rrcl to aa idontity of a 
notv/orlc olom o nt that initiatod the link stato advortiapm nnt. 

Claim 2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein .he step of selectively 
forwarding comprises: 

forwarding the link state advertisement on the network where the rtep of determining 
distance information indicates thatjhe link state advertisement is likely to be relevant to other 
nodes on the network and not forwarding the link state advertisement or the network where the 
dbuuico information indicates thn Unk state advertisement is not likely to he relevant to other 
nodes on the network. 

Claim 3. (Currently Amended) The melhod of claim 1, wherein the step of selectively 
forwarding comprises: 

forwarding the link state advertisement on the network if tho jink state information , 
stained in the l ink state advertisement contained link state mfoima tiof-feat: was relevant tothe 
node, and not forwarding the link state advertisement on the network if the u nk state in formation 
contained in the link state advertisement o ontainod informati o n t hnt was not relevant to the node . 



Claims 4-5. (Canceled) 
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Claim6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the step o f determining includes 
determining a d u Aa n ou mfuu uati nn i n m e asured by fee sum of link costs fe rn the link state 
information. 

Claim 7. (Currently Amended) A network topology, comprising: 

a plurality of OSPF routers interconnected in a network and belonging to an OSPF area, 
said plurality of OSPF routers being configured to selectively forward fedfrfee dioaomination of 
Link State Advertisements (LSAs) within the OSPF area by evaluating link state information 
contained in the TSAs to determine the releva n ce ofthg link state mfgr mad oB <™ the network 
fur - mdin£LS .\ . r rnr ^jr*" i n form -i ri a n r ju ii i c dbytho I-SAi n ^4 thout rogard t o-aa 

identity of anotwork olomont that initiated the link state advortiscmont, such that not every OSPF 
router within the OSPF area receives every LS A. 

Claims. (Original) The network topology of claim 7, wherein the plura'iry of OSPF routers are 
interconnected in an ad-hoc wireless mesh network. 

Claim 9. (Original) The network topology of claim 7, wherein the network is configured such 
that LSAs are disseminated only a predefined distance within the OSPF area. 

Claim 10. (Original) The network topology of claim 7, wherein a subset of the OSPF routers are 
focal nodes. 

Claim 11. (Original) The network topology of claim 10, wherein the nenvork is configured such 
that LSAs are disseminated only a predetermined distance within the OS ?F area. 

Claim 12. (Original) The network topology of claim 11, wherein the predetermined distance is 
selected such that each LSA is received by at least two focal nodes. 
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Claim 13. (Original) The network topology of claim 11, wherein nodes on the network other 
than focal nodes are configured to maintain a routing tahle containing info rmation obtained from 
LSAs, said routing table containing information associated with at least two focal nodes. 

Claim 14. (Original) The network topology of claim 10, wherein the focal nodes are area border 
routers to an OSPF backbone area. 

Claim 15. (Original) The network topology of claim 14, wherein the focal nodes on the OSPF 
backbone area are configured to disseminate link state information for nodes in their local area, 
their local area being defined as that portion of the network from which Jie focal nodes receive 
LSAs. 

Claim 16. (Currently Amended) A network node, comprising: 

r^r* mrm-connected hv * switch fabric to enable the network node To c ommunicate on , the 

network: and 

control logic configured to inspect a link state advertisement received from a network, 
ascertain dUouco infoimu i i u u associate? wi fe jink state informarioi^Som, the link state 
advertisement, ^termine a relevance of the link state mfonnation L and selectively drop the link 
state advertisement if the distance link state i nformation jsnot relevant t«eea 
m o nk, i - vh o r o int hn n n n trol lege set ™nri rl nr an identity of anctwc fk-el 
dio lint st at e nd - r rti rrm mt in eeneeetieE w4th selectively droning the 1 iBk-s ;ato advertis e ment . 

Claim 17. (Canceled) 

Claim 18. (Currently Amended) The network node of claim 16, wherei n the m&&> r elevance is 
a sum of link costs associated with the link state advertisement. 

Claim 19. (Currently Amended) The network node of claim 16, further comprising a routing 
table, and wherein the control logic is further configured to update in formation in the routing 
table from the link state information contained in the link state adverisement if the link state 
information is determined to be relevant. 
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Claim 20. (Currently Amended) The network nod. of clan* 16, further comprising a routing 
table and wherein the control logic is further configured to update inflation in the routmg 
table from fcejink state information contained in tie link state advertisement, and wherein the 
control logic is configured to selectively drop the link state advertisement if the hnk^e 
^ g ^ CQ ntainedinthe link state advertisement is not likely to be relevant to another 
node o n the network. 
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